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From the second half of the 1950s conditions for the establishment of an independent department of tourism 

at the Economic High School (today's University of Economics) in Bratislava were created gradually. First, in 

the academic year 1954/55, selected subjects from public catering began to be taught in the internal trade study. 

The Concept of Tourism Development in Slovakia, approved by the Board of Trustees on April 16, 1958, 

represented the impulse for the introduction of tourism among the taught subjects. Following, a study focus on 

public catering/ and tourism in internal trade studies was created for 5th grade students. 

The Scientific Board of the University of Economics in Bratislava decided to establish a department on 

January 17, 1964 after meeting the staff requirements and the appropriate qualification structure of the teaching 

staff headed by an associate professor. The department leader, associate professor - Gustáv Sládek, as the 

spiritus agens of all activities, took administration on February 1, 1964. The new department was named the 

Department of Tourism Economics and Public Catering and was established at the Faculty of Industry 

Economics of the University of Economics in Bratislava. Thus, long-term efforts to establish a department had 

been completed and conditions for the development of pedagogical, scientific-research and organizational work 

at university level were created.   

In 1966, the title of the department was modified into Department of Tourism Economics and Hospitality. 

The study of tourism in Slovakia followed model of the Swiss school and the department guaranteed subjects 

of tourism and hospitality in a specialized study from 3rd to 5th grade in the field of internal trade. 

In the academic year 1973/74, the management of the University of Economics decided to relocate the 

department to Banská Bystrica, where a detached department of the Faculty of Commerce was established. On 

February 17, 1977, the Faculty of Service Economics and Tourism (FEST) was inaugurated with federal 

effectiveness. In 1992 FEST became a co-founder of Matej Bel University and joined the new union as the 

Faculty of Economics. 

Several changes in the study of tourism and hospitality have been introduced since its establishment. 

Between 1964 and 1975 the study focused on internal trade. In 1975, a broader field of study was introduced 

encompassing service economics and tourism, in which tourism and hospitality were the focus of study. After 

1989, the study was rebuilt and transformed into market economy conditions. In 1991/92, a new concept of a 

two-stage 5-year study began to apply. Foreign lecturers took part in the educational process and foreign 

mobility of teachers and students began to develop.  

In 1992, an independent study program tourism and hospitality was introduced. At the same time, the name 

of the department changed into the Department of Tourism and Hospitality, and under this name it entered, the 

Faculty of Economics on July 1, 1992 as a part of newly established Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica.  
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The year 1996 was a breakthrough when a two-stage bachelor and engineer study was accredited in a separate 

study branch of tourism. Three specializations were offered in the second stage, from which the specialization 

of the economy and hotel management, following the fulfilment of international quality standards, received the 

international accreditation of the EFAH (European Foundation for the Accreditation of Hotel Programs) in 

1997.  

In the academic year 2001/2002, a credit system was introduced at the faculty, and in addition to compulsory 

subjects, students were offered to enrol in elective and optional subjects. Thus students were given personal 

responsibility for the content of their education.  

In 2003, descriptions of fields of study were drawn up, inter alia, for study programs in the field of tourism 

with the participation of experts. Subsequent accreditation in 2006 approved tourism as the study field. In the 

second stage of study, there was the possibility of specialization focusing on the economics of tourism 

enterprises, management of tourism or intercultural communication in tourism. During the existence of the 

department, a scientific school of tourism has been formed, which was also appreciated by the Slovak 

Accreditation Commission. The Ministry of Education of the Slovak republic entitled the faculty the right to 

offer a third degree study in tourism, which is unique in the European area. Between 1982 and 2006, it was 

possible to study tourism in the field of industry and cross-cutting economics. In the field of tourism, the faculty 

was also granted the right of appointment procedure for associate professors and professors.  

Since 2012, the department has been offering the possibility to obtain a double degree (engineer study) in 

tourism and regional planning - management and geography, which is organized in collaboration with the 

Catholic University Ingolstadt / Eichstätt (Germany). Currently, the possibility of obtaining a double diploma 

is also being prepared in the bachelor study with the University of Balearic Islands in Mallorca (Spain).   

The linkage between school and research activity and praxis represents an important aspect of education. 

Besides  a set of knowledge and skills, the tourism graduate also profits from set of habits and abilities for 

scientific activities, which he confirms by solving seminar papers, bachelor's and master's thesis, whose topics 

are derived from projects of scientific research activities and the offer of topics of enterprises and tourism 

organizations. By 2018 (inclusive), 3219 tourism graduates completed engineer full-time and part-time studies. 

Education in tourism would not be possible without the scientific research activities of department members. 

Since 1990, members of the department have been involved in solving grant projects GAV, VEGA, KEGA and 

foreign grant projects. Following the basic research projects, thematic tasks were fulfilled in dissertation and 

habilitation theses. Since 1990, 57 dissertations and 16 habilitation theses have been elaborated and defended. 

Following the basic research projects, numerous applied research projects were designed for the decisive sphere.  
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The results of scientific research have been published at scientific conferences, in conference and scientific 

proceedings, in scientific and professional journals. 32 conferences have been organized, of which 10 were 

either co-organized or their scientific program was guaranteed by the department.  

Scientific research serves not only science but also education. The results of the scientific research were 

transferred into educational process, published in monographs and book works, and entered into study literature. 

The tool of scientific knowledge dissemination is the scientific journal Ekonomická revue cestovného ruchu 

(Economic Review of Tourism) founded in 1964. 

The exchange of knowledge and experience in education and in scientific tourism research with many 

university workplaces at home and abroad is significant. The aim of these efforts is to use one's own know-how 

in favour of economy and society development in which people's education and qualification are a determining 

factor of production. 

From May 1, 2019, the department presents itself under the modified title Department of Tourism. As a gift 

to its 55th anniversary, the department was awarded the international certification of the World Tourism 

Organization UNWTO Tedqual scheme of the study program Economics and Management of Tourism in the 

engineer degree of study. It is an exceptional success of the study program in the geographical area of the V4 

countries, which is the result of long-term efforts of the department's staff to provide quality and internationally 

recognized education and research. 

                

       prof. Ing. Marian Gúčik, PhD. 

 


