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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Euroregion represents the highest institutional form of cross-border cooperation of 

the border regions of the neighboring countries. Currently, the priority idea is the existence of 

Europe , as a set of regions, not as a combination of states. This form of cooperation is aimed at 

coordinating mutual efforts and implementing concerted actions in various spheres of life of 

neighboring countries. 

The main areas of cooperation between the countries participating in the Euroregions are: 

development of infrastructure, communication, transport; ecology and environmental protection; 

prevention and liquidation of emergencies; improvement of the quality of life of the population; 

cooperation in the field of culture and tourism; promotion of economic development; 

development of trade and customs formalities simplification; scientific and innovative activities. 

A prerequisite for the creation of the Carpathian Euroregion was the change in the 

geopolitical situation in Central and Eastern Europe and the temporary disruption of existing 

bilateral economic, trade and cultural ties between the countries. The region has experienced an 

economic crisis associated with the transition from a socialist to a market economy. Creation of 

the Euroregion was the most suitable option for involving regions in active international 

activities, including them in the integration processes carried out in the European space of post-

socialist countries. The the border regions of the neighboring countries of the Carpathian 

Euroregion combine with a common historical past, identity in many areas of socio-political and 

economic life.  However, if in Europe the initiative to establish the Euroregion belongs to the 

regions, then in the Carpathian Euroregion it belonged to the states. 

During the 25 years of existence, the Carpathian Euroregion has significant achievements 

in the political, economic, environmental, educational, cultural and humanitarian spheres. A lot 

of the projects are implemented using EU financial resources. This Euroregion is considered as a 

regional platform for Eurointegration of Ukraine, which requires reforming of the state regional 

policy in Ukraine and giving additional attention to economic development and research of ways 

of effective foreign economic activity. 

 

 

 

 



 

CHAPTER 1 

THE FEATURES OF CREATION AND FUNCTIONING 

CARPATHIAN EUROREGION 

 

The Carpathian Euroregion is the first interregional association in the post-socialist space. 

In 1993, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, Poland and Hungary signed the Declaration 

on its establishment. At the time of foundation, the total area of the Carpathian Euroregion 

amounted to 53,2 thousand km2 with a population of about 5 million people. Already for 5 years 

the area has increased to 132,6 thousand km2 and almost 14 million people. Today, the territory 

of the Carpathian Euroregion is 161,2 thousand km2 with a population of more than 16 million 

people. 

The Carpathian Euroregion includes: Podkarpackie Voivodship of Poland; the districts of 

Satu Mare, Maramures, Bihor, Suceava, Zilag, Botosani and Hargita of Romania; Presovsky and 

Kosice regions of Slovakia; Borsod-Abauj-Zemplain, Haydu-Bihar, Hevesh, Yas-Nagykun-

Solnok, Sabolch-Satmar-Bereg and cities with regional status of Nyiregyhaz, Miskolc, Debrecen, 

Eger of Hungary; Zakarpattya, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and Chernivtsi regions of Ukraine. All 

regions participating in the Carpathian Euroregion have a common historical background and 

have close cultural, geopolitical, and economic ties. 

The structural composition of the area and the population of the Carpathian Euroregion is 

shown in Figure 1. Ukraine has the largest area and population in the structure of the Carpathian 

Euroregion, followed by Romania and Hungary, while Poland and Slovakia account for only 

10%. However, it should be borne in mind that all regions of the Carpathian Euroregion have 

different potential and reached different levels of economic development. That the structural 

composition is not decisive in analyzing the results of the Euroregion. 

 

Poland   
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population 
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Romania 
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40%

 

Figure 1 The structural composition of the area and the population 

of the Carpathian Euroregion 



 

The main legal documents of the Carpathian Euroregion are the Agreement and the 

Statute, on the basis of which the structure and conditions of functioning of the Euroregion are 

formed. The Regional Council takes decisions on topical issues of development, on participation 

in international organizations, creates working committees, adopts developed project proposals 

and guarantees the conditions for their implementation. 

There are the working committees on regional development (Hungary), on tourism 

(Poland), on environmental protection (Hungary), on trade (Romania), on emergencies 

(Slovakia), on issues Social Infrastructure (Ukraine), Audit Commission in the organizational 

structure of the Carpathian Euroregion [10]. 

The peculiarities of the Carpathian Euroregion are [9]:  

- profitable geographic location with the possibility of maximizing the efficient use 

of the Eurasian transport corridors to provide transport and trade links; 

- an important geopolitical position due to the location on the border with the 

European Union; 

- the long-standing, historically formed traditions of cooperation in the central and 

eastern European regions; 

- the long-standing, historically formed traditions of cooperation in the central and 

eastern European regions; 

- a common historical past, multiethnicity and multiculturalism; 

- peripherality of the territories forming part of the Euroregion relative to the center 

of the participating States; 

- high degree of migration; 

- cross-border crime. 

Under the new geopolitical conditions that have emerged since the accession of Poland, 

Romania, Slovakia and Hungary to the EU, the Carpathian Euroregion needs to radically change 

the mechanisms of further existence and development, in particular, for effective cooperation 

with European structures. It is for Ukraine that cross-border cooperation within the framework of 

the Carpathian Euroregion is important in the context of the intensification of the European 

integration process, the development of a public dialogue with local and regional authorities of 

Europe [12]. 

Researchers are singled out several restraining factors for further effective cooperation 

within the Carpathian Euroregion: 

- too large territorial scope, which causes difficulties in multilateral contacts within 

the Euroregion [8, с. 81; 21]; 



 

- solving common problems that arise in adjacent territories, mainly in the 

framework of bilateral relations [11, с. 126]; 

- different approaches of the participating States to the prospects for further 

development of the Euroregion [2]; 

- the lack of unified sources of financing, as well as under-financing of joint 

projects [3, с. 8; 20, с. 68]; 

- different levels of reform in countries whose border administrative units are part 

of the Euroregion [6, с. 185]; 

- low concentration of capital in the border regions of Ukraine [3, с. 15] and almost 

zero level of Ukrainian investments in the border states [11, с. 126]; 

- inconsistency in the customs and tax legislation of the participating countries of 

the Carpathian Euroregion [3, с. 8; 5, с. 161]; 

- national and ethnic problems that hinder the stable development of the Euroregion 

[22, с. 440; 13, с. 552]; 

- insufficient coverage of Euroregion activities in the mass media, on the Internet 

resources of regional administrative structures [11, с. 126]. 

The interests of Ukraine within the framework of the Carpathian Euroregion since 2007 

were represented by the Association of Local Self-Government Bodies «Euroregion Carpathians 

– Ukraine». In 2008, the Council of the Carpathian Euroregion recognized it as the National 

Representation of Ukraine in the Carpathian Euroregion. The Association's members are 58 local 

self-government bodies and their associations in Zakarpattia, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and 

Chernivtsi regions. 

The priority directions of the Association's activities are: 

- local and regional development; 

- cross-border cooperation; 

- interregional cooperation; 

- popularization of the potential of the Carpathian region. 

During 2008-2017, the Euroregion Carpathians-Ukraine Association implemented 

important projects for the community, financed by technical assistance and financial assistance 

from the EU, USA, Japan. The list of implemented projects is presented in Table 1. 

In 2018, another 3 projects were launched: the Pilot Project, with a total budget of 2,1 

million euros (EU grant – 1,9 million euros); the project «Rozlovo Roztochchya - together at the 

border»; Two-year project «The World of Carpathian Rosettes». 

 

 



 

Table 1. 

Realized projects of the Association «Euroregion Carpathians – Ukraine»* 

Project 
Implementation 

period 

Total 
budget, 
UAH 

Grant 
funds, 

% 
Energy of the Carpathians  January - October 

2010 
351052 70 

Carpathian Horizon 2013 June - December 
2010 

121683 65 

Local development school for members of the 
public councils of the Carpathian Euroregion 

July 2011 –  
July 2012 

156983 70 

Cross-Border Educational Initiative Support 
Project 

June 2011  –  
July 2014 

830345 100 

Carpathian mass media as an instrument for 
promoting cross-border cooperation in the 
Carpathian Euroregion 

June - November 
2013 

156480 100 

The network of local development of the 
Carpathian Euroregion is an opportunity for 
Ukraine 

May 2013  –  
April 2014 

670325 90 

Carpathian Network for Supporting the 
Development of Local Communities 

May 2013 –  
May 2015 

996443 65 

Strategy of development of recreational 
tourism of the Polish-Ukrainian part of the 
Carpathian Euroregion 

February – 
September 2014 

739980 90 

Promotion of the Carpathian potential - 
creation of a cross-border promotion platform 

February – 
November 2014 

743700 90 

Development of instruments of cross-border 
cooperation on the basis of the common 
historical-cultural heritage of Mostyskogo 
district of Lviv region and Peremyshl district of 
Podkarpackie voivodship 

May 2014  – 
December 2015 

949325 90 

The project of modernization of medical 
equipment in the Lviv Regional Children's 
Clinical Hospital OKHMATDYT 

October 2015  – 
October 2016 

2053000 90 

Let's unite consciously: increase the efficiency 
of the process of community unification in the 
Lviv region 

November 2015  – 
September 2016 

396000 90 

Municipal partnership for improving energy 
efficiency in Sambir and Zhovkva 

February 2014  – 
May 2016 

571600 100 

New quality of project managers in Lviv region June – November 
2016 

38000 0 

Take care of the future - use energy efficiently June 2017 35000 100 
*Source: formed based on [19] 

 

 

 



 

CHAPTER 2 

ANALYSIS AND FORECAST OF FOREIGN ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 

IN THE CARPATHIAN EUROREGION 

 

Practical results show that the important achievement of the Carpathian Euroregion is the 

active development of cross-border cooperation. But due to the institutional dissonance of 

strategic planning, financing and coordination of regional development processes between 

Ukraine and other member countries of the Euroregion, the opportunity to effectively use the 

potential of regional cooperation is lost. Ukraine also declares, but does not fully use the 

Carpathian Euroregion as a platform for European integration. Problems and ways of 

overcoming them are discussed in detail in the document «On the intensification of interstate 

interregional cooperation of the western regions of Ukraine within the framework of the 

Euroregion «Carpathians» [23]. 

In the overwhelming majority, the analysis of activities in the Euroregion concerns social, 

environmental and cultural trends. In our opinion, an analysis of trends in the development of 

foreign economic activity deserves special attention. Let's consider the export-import activity of 

Ukraine in general and Zakarpattya, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Chernivtsi regions with Poland, 

Romania, Slovakia and Hungary. 

In 2018 export of goods from Ukraine amounted to 47339,9 million dollars USA, imports 

- 57141,0 million dollars USA. Coefficient of export coverage import – 0,83. Foreign trade 

operations were conducted with partners from 221 countries of the world. Exports of services 

amounted to 11854,8 million dollars USA, imports – 5806,2 million dollars USA. Coefficient of 

export coverage import – 2,04. Foreign trade operations were conducted with partners from 232 

countries of the world. In recent years, there has been a clear tendency of reorientation of foreign 

trade activities towards the EU countries, and currently the share of exports of goods amounted 

to 42,6%, imports – 40,6%, and the share of exports of services amounted to 32,9%, and import 

– 53,5%. 

The Carpathian region (Zakarpattya, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and Chernivtsi regions), 

which is part of the Carpathian Euroregion, is the most receptive to the European integration 

challenges. The change in the share of export-import of goods and services of the Carpathian 

region in the volume of export-import activity of Ukraine is given in Table 2. For the analyzed 

period, the share of exports - imports of goods increased by 1,5 times, the share of exports of 

services - by 5 times, the share of imports of services decreased in 1,2 times This testifies to the 

intensification of foreign economic activity in the region. 

 



 

Table 2. 

The share of exports - import of goods and services of the Carpathian region 

in the total volume of export-import activity of Ukraine, (%) * 

Indicator 
Years 

2005 2010 2015 2016 2017 2018 
Export of goods 6,10 5,33 7,30 8,75 8,89 9,77 
Import of goods 6,53 6,82 7,55 8,50 8,61 9,10 
Export of services 1,60 2,32 6,41 6,61 7,54 8,11 
Import of services 2,33 2,41 1,56 2,35 1,82 1,90 

* Source: calculated based on [18] 

 

We have analyzed the results of export-import activity of the regions of the Carpathian 

region for 2002-2018 and a short-term forecast for exports and imports of goods and services for 

each region was made (Table 3). Forecast data for Zakarpattya and Lviv regions are the most 

reliable, since the value of the approximation coefficient ranges from 0,71-0,93 , and for the 

forecast data of Ivano-Frankivsk and Chernivtsi regions the approximation coefficient is within 

the range of 0,31-0,70 , which is reduces the reliability of the forecast. Due to the lack of a clear 

trend in the import of services in the studied areas, the fluctuation of the approximation 

coefficient within the range of 0,52-0,61 , this forecast can be considered realistic, but with a 

lower degree of certainty. 

Analysis of the shares of Zakarpattya, Ivano-Frankivsk, Lviv and Chernivtsi regions in 

the overall structure of export-import of goods and services of the Carpathian region shows that 

the main contribution to foreign economic activity is made by the Zakarpattya and Lviv regions. 

For the period of 2005-2018, the share of the Zakarpattya region in the total export of goods 

increased from 26,43% to 35,86%, the share of imports of goods ranged from 30-35%, the share 

of exports of services was about 30%, the share of imports of services decreased from 39,71% to 

25,14%. Over the same period, the share of Lviv region in total exports of goods increased from 

29,71% to 40,97%, import of goods - from 39,71% to 52,07%, the share of exports of services 

fluctuated within 55-60%, imports of 50-56%. 

In 2018, the total exports of goods from Ukraine to Poland accounted for 6,88%, 

Romania – 1,97%, Slovakia – 1,83%, Hungary – 3,48%. In the total import of goods from 

Ukraine, Poland accounted for 6,36%, Romania – 0,89%, Slovakia – 0,92%, Hungary - 2,22%. 

During 2005-2018, exports from Ukraine to Romania, Slovakia, Hungary were dominated by 

imports from these countries; on the contrary, imports from Poland were dominated by exports 

from Ukraine. 

 

 



 

Table 3. 

The forecast indicators of foreign trade activity 

areas of the Carpathian region, (million USD)* 

Region 
Years 

2002 2018 
Prognosis 

2019 2020 
Export of goods 

Zakarpattya 270,6 1659,2 
y = 288,36x0,6055,   R2 = 0,9035 

1659,6 1714,8 

Ivano-Frankivsk 392,8 871,7 
y = -0,0372x4 + 2,7431x3 - 54,095x2 + 348,72x + 151,88,   R2 = 0,3988 

994,7 1216,2 

Lviv 353,9 1895,8 
y = 341,1x0,5287,   R2 = 0,9269 

1572,3 1617,9 

Chernivtsi 70,6 201,1 
y = 0,1949x3 - 5,4313x2 + 46,25x + 8,2706,   R2 = 0,7124 

217,7 263,1 
Import of goods 

Zakarpattya 252,6 1515,8 
y = 326,97x0,6193,   R2 = 0,7112 

1958,4 2025,1 

Ivano-Frankivsk 255,3 835,8 
y = 0,9608x3 - 29,884x2 + 273,7x - 52,199,   R2 = 0,3087 

795,4 950,1 

Lviv 511,7 2706,7 
y = 479,57x0,616,   R2 = 0,7421 

2845,115 2941,469 

Chernivtsi 49,0 139,6 
y = 0,182x3 - 5,9793x2 + 57,033x - 9,825,   R2 = 0,5442 

140,8998 163,6127 
Export of services 

Zakarpattya 31,3 307,1 
y = 21,55e0,1936x,   R2 = 0,854 

393,2 477,2 

Ivano-Frankivsk 13,0 60,3 
y = 11,98x0,676,   R2 = 0,6911 

74,73 78,06 

Lviv 57,6 556,4 
y = 0,0096x4 - 0,6088x3 + 11,842x2 - 42,891x + 107,37,   R2 = 0,9331 

559,8 588,2 

Chernivtsi 1,4 38,1 
y = 1,4232e0,2366x,   R2 = 0,9638 

49,5 62,7 
Import of goods 

Zakarpattya 27,2 27,7 
y = 0,0249x4 - 0,7246x3 + 6,4363x2 - 17,294x + 38,073,   R2 = 0,6134 

41,9 72,9 

Ivano-Frankivsk 7,2 18,0 
y = 0,0172x4 - 0,4997x3 + 4,3061x2 - 9,6292x + 17,851,   R2 = 0,6103 

26,5 46,6 

Lviv 33,6 62,5 
y = 0,0146x4 - 0,3709x3 + 1,7918x2 + 10,166x + 22,831,   R2 = 0,5234 

65,8 81,8 

Chernivtsi 0,5 1,9 
y = 0,0106x3 - 0,2382x2 + 1,3151x + 1,3959,   R2 = 0,2911 

3,3 4,9 

* Source: calculated based on [14, 15, 16, 17] 

 

In the total export of services from Ukraine, Poland accounted for 2,89%, Romania – 

0,75%, Slovakia – 0,36%, Hungary – 1,66%. In the total import of services from Ukraine, 

Poland accounted for 3,11%, Romania 0,67%, Slovakia 1,98%, Hungary 0,72%. During 2005-

2018, exports of services from Ukraine to Poland, Romania, Hungary were dominated by 

imports from these countries, and for Slovakia, from 2015, imports of services dominated 

exports from Ukraine. 

 



 

The feature of the Carpathian Euroregion as a cross-border region is the deployment of 

trade activities at several interrelated levels. At the same level is the export and import of goods 

carried out by business entities using the official distribution network, existing facilities of the 

border and trade infrastructure, the operating system of transport communications and 

communications, etc. At the other level, it is the export and import of services that have a 

tendency to grow in the conditions of globalization and constitute a significant part of trade 

operations in foreign economic activity and transborder cooperation of states. Also, the 

concentration of part-time trade in border trade in which border residents are involved may 

account for more than a third of the volume of exports and imports of goods and services within 

the transboundary region. The results of the analysis of foreign economic activity within the 

Carpathian Euroregion are presented in Table 4. 

Table 4. 

The share of countries participating in the Carpathian Euroregion 

in the general structure of export-import of goods and services of oblasts, (%)* 

Member 
Carpathian 
Euroregion 

Export of 
goods 

Import of 
goods 

Export of 
services 

Import of 
servises 

2010 2018 2010 2018 2010 2018 2010 2018 
Zakarpattya region 

Poland 3,66 5,82 1,40 4,53 3,31 3,13 5,32 4,33 
Romania 2,14 2,68 1,10 2,10 1,45 2,67 1,52 1,81 
Slovakia 6,23 6,24 1,99 2,01 3,93 2,83 11,14 15,16 
Hungary 46,51 56,10 13,45 11,70 13,22 47,31 9,87 10,47 

Ivano-Frankivsk region 
Poland 6,74 8,03 11,76 5,86 0,52 3,81 6,80 43,33 
Romania 6,62 12,72 0,44 4,82 0,00 36,98 0,00 0,05 
Slovakia 1,60 10,34 1,47 1,28 0,05 0,50 0,49 0,56 
Hungary 5,44 2,52 3,53 2,15 8,38 0,14 5,83 3,33 

Lviv region 
Poland 18,01 26,93 30,01 21,69 8,30 13,26 19,89 27,68 
Romania 2,16 1,54 0,53 1,29 0,34 0,13 0,09 0,96 
Slovakia 2,08 4,43 1,89 1,65 0,07 0,40 1,00 1,12 
Hungary 1,01 2,89 2,23 1,66 0,21 0,45 6,87 5,12 

Chernivtsi region 
Poland 3,17 5,95 12,56 12,46 0,87 4,46 47,50 40,00 
Romania 15,87 35,78 12,20 16,40 1,45 38,58 0,00 0,10 
Slovakia 1,73 1,60 1,41 0,36 0,01 0,00 0,00 0,00 
Hungary 0,77 0,90 5,75 0,93 0,03 1,31 2,38 0,00 

* Source: calculated based on [14, 15, 16, 17] 

 

Analyzing the share of regions in the export-import of other countries participating in the 

Carpathian Euroregion, it can be concluded that the best results are shown in the Lviv and 

Zakarpattia regions. This is due to the higher industrial development of these areas, wider 



 

involvement of tourist and recreational resources and more favorable border conditions at the 

intersection of the borders of several states. An important role is played by the active 

participation of research institutes in the transition from cross-border cooperation to the creation 

of Euroregions. Zakarpattya region most productively cooperates within the framework of the 

Carpathian Euroregion. 

In 2018, the share of exports to Hungary reached 56%, exports of services - 47%. 

Indicators of cooperation with other countries are lower, but the balance of foreign trade during 

the analyzed period is positive. Lviv region demonstrates high rates, but Poland also dominates 

one direction. The share of exports to Poland has increased to 27%, exports of services - 13%. 

However, the share of services imports increased to 28%. In addition, for the Lviv region, the 

negative balance of foreign trade remains. For the Chernivtsi region, the share of exports to 

Romania increased to 36%. 

Comparing the indicators of foreign economic activity, we see that the Ukrainian-Polish 

and Ukrainian-Hungarian areas of cooperation within the transboundary region are significantly 

more intensive than the Ukrainian-Slovak and Ukrainian-Romanian ones. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

1. The Carpathian Euroregion is the first interregional education in the post-socialist space. 

2. Regions - members of the Carpathian Euroregion have different levels of economic 

development. 

3. The accession of Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Hungary to the EU led to the need to 

reformat the conditions of cooperation within the Euroregion. 

4. Mainly political, cultural, educational and other areas of cooperation are implemented in 

the Euroregion, while economic activity is underdeveloped. Projects are implemented almost 

entirely with grants. 

5. The share of export - import of goods and services of the Carpathian region in the total 

volume of export-import activity of Ukraine is increasing. Forecast indicators for the short-term 

perspective indicate a further positive dynamics. 

6. The main contribution to the development of foreign economic activity in the Carpathian 

Euroregion is made by the Zakarpattya and Lviv regions. 

7. Ukrainian-Polish and Ukrainian-Hungarian cooperation directions within the 

transboundary region are significantly more intensive than the Ukrainian-Slovak and Ukrainian-

Romanian. 
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